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now. And if something good can come
out of this tragedy in Colorado, I pray
that it will.

When that young girl affirmed her
faith with a gun at her head, subjecting
herself to summary execution by a
laughing, diabolical shooter, I think we
ought to take time to pause a minute
and think about that, because this is
really serious. It is deeper than wheth-
er or not you prosecute with 4 or 20 gun
laws in the United States. It is deeper
than that. That is what I am saying.
But it does not mean that effective
prosecutions of gun laws can’t reduce
crime.

Let me tell you this story.
Within the last month I, as chairman

of the Judiciary Subcommittee on Ju-
venile Crime, called a hearing. We were
going to discuss a program known as
Project Exile in Richmond which the
leader of it called ‘‘Trigger Lock with
Steroids.’’ Not only did they prosecute
every gun violation they could find in
Richmond, they ran ads on television
saying: ‘‘We will prosecute you.’’ They
put up signs saying how long you would
serve in the Federal slammer if you
carried a gun during a crime or ille-
gality.

Their prosecutions went sky-high.
But there were questions in the De-
partment of Justice. The program was
not supported because it was not the
trend with this Department of Justice.
But they kept doing it. And just last
year they found they had over a 40-per-
cent reduction in violent crime in
Richmond. And the U.S. attorney, ap-
pointed by the President of the United
States, President Clinton, testified and
others involved with it—the chief of
police in Richmond—testified that they
were convinced that aggressive crimi-
nal prosecutions in a trigger-lock-type
fashion of violent criminals, and other
criminals who carried guns, helped
drive down the murder rate.

I thought we ought to have a hearing
about it. I wanted to highlight that and
encourage it. What I want to say to
you is funny, almost; and maybe some-
thing good came from that hearing.
The hearing was set for Monday in our
little, lowly committee, the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee Subcommittee on
Juvenile Crime. On Saturday, before
that hearing, the President went on his
national radio show and said he wanted
to adopt the Richmond project and pro-
mote and expand it.

So I hope maybe our hearing had
something to do with getting the at-
tention of the Department of Justice.
But I have not seen any numbers to in-
dicate that. It is easy to say words. But
what we most often heard is that, we
want new laws—which are not being
prosecuted—and if we can pass a law,
then we can say we did something.

I have been in this body just 2 years.
I think there is a real problem here.
Whenever there is a national matter of
intense interest, what happens? We up
and pass a law and say we did some-
thing. ‘‘Hey, give me a medal. I passed
a law. I am against assault weapons. I

am fighting crime.’’ If you have been in
the pit and dealt with criminals profes-
sionally for a long time, you know it
takes more than that. It takes a sus-
tained effort.

If you do it consistently and aggres-
sively, and you crack down on gun vio-
lations, you can in fact reduce the
crime rate. Ask the U.S. Attorney and
the chief of police in Richmond if it is
not so.

I do hope the statement that the
President made in his radio show really
indicates a commitment to get these
numbers up, because this is not accept-
able for any administration, but par-
ticularly one which claims that the
prosecuting of criminals and violations
of Federal gun laws is a high priority
of theirs. Obviously it is not. We have
a 40-percent reduction.

So, maybe somebody says, ‘‘JEFF,
that is just political.’’ It is not polit-
ical with me. It is something I have
lived with. I prosecuted these kinds of
cases. I believe it reduces murders. I
believe it saves the lives of innocent
people. And I would like to see an ef-
fective program conducted by this ad-
ministration. And it has in fact been
demolished, as these numbers show. It
undermines the effectiveness of that ef-
fort.

There are innocent people, I will as-
sure you, today who have been shot and
wounded—some people who have been
killed—who would not have been had
the Triggerlock Project continued.

So it is something that I have been
raising since I first got to this Senate—
at virtually every Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing I have had. I hope this
tragedy will do one thing: It will get
the attention of the President and the
Attorney General and the Chief of the
Criminal Division and the Associate
Attorney General and Deputy Attorney
General, and they will start sending
the word out to their prosecutors. And
they have more of them now than they
had in 1992 when I was there. They
ought to be putting more of these peo-
ple in jail. If we do, they will make
some difference. But I really don’t
think even those prosecutions are like-
ly to have any significant impact on
the bizarre few people who are willing
to go to a school and slaughter their
own classmates, commit suicide, wor-
ship Adolf Hitler, and think of Marilyn
Manson as something cool. That is a
different matter with which we have to
deal.

I hope as a nation we will confront it
honestly and directly and begin to
bring back in every school system, be-
cause some parents apparently are not
doing it, a program that teaches char-
acter and good values like we are used
to in America. There are those who
say, well, you cannot do that, that is
violating civil liberties, you cannot ex-
press a concern about right and wrong
in a classroom because that is a value
judgment.

Well, we are suffering today from 30
or 40 years of liberalism, relativism,
that anything goes. Well, some will say
that is just old-fashioned talk.

No, it is not. No nation, in my view,
can remain strong in which there are
no values which we can affirm. If we
can’t affirm that Adolf Hitler is bad,
what are we? If we can’t affirm that
Charles Manson is not a fit person to
emulate, then what are we as a nation?
If we can’t say that telling the truth is
more important than telling a lie, that
reality is better than spin, then we are
in trouble.

I hope we have not reached that. I
think the American people are good. I
hope this tragedy has some ability to
cause us to confront that and, if so, our
Nation would be better for it.

Mr. President, I thank the Chair for
allowing me to address this body on
this important issue. I have shared
with the Senate some thoughts and
concerns of mine that have been a part
of me for a long time. I believe it is
something our Nation has to consider,
and I hope and pray we will.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BURNS). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

MEASURE PLACED ON
CALENDAR—S.J. RES. 22

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a joint resolution at the
desk due for its second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read.

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 22) to reau-
thorize, and modify the conditions for, the
consent of Congress to the Northeast Inter-
state Dairy Compact and to grant the con-
sent of Congress to the Southern Dairy Com-
pact.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I object
to further proceedings on this matter
at this time.

f

KOSOVO

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, first I
will discuss an issue that is going to
come before the Senate either late this
week or next week. I am not sure. That
is the issue of Kosovo. I believe it is
important we address the issue. I be-
lieve it is important we address the
issue as we have previous foreign pol-
icy issues.

In the case of our resolution sup-
porting United States involvement in
Bosnia, we had a Dole resolution and
we had a couple of others that were
voted on. In the case of the Persian
Gulf resolution, we had a resolution
that was proposed by then-Senator
Dole, who was then the minority lead-
er, and one that was proposed by Sen-
ator Mitchell. I hope we will proceed in
a fashion where more than one resolu-
tion is considered and voted on at the
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